
I can be really bad at reflecting. If I’m being honest, I don’t often sit to think about where I have been, what
lessons I have learned, and what I want to do intentionally going forward. New Year’s is hard for me.  
For the first time ever, I went back and looked through my own preaching notes for the year. This was an
effort to try and remember what God has been saying to me and to us in 2023 and to refresh us on what we
want to carry into 2024. Maybe we can all take a moment to pause together and remember where we have
been as a community. Which lessons do you need to carry with you?
Early in 2023, we studied the Sermon on the Mount together. We were reminded that Jesus addresses the
least, the lost, and the looked down upon. He told them that they were blessed, that the Kingdom of God
was for them. Jesus calls that group of undesirables the “salt of the earth,” the ones who would keep a
covenant with God where the religious elites had failed. Jesus shattered people’s expectations of God’s
kingdom. Who are we proclaiming Good News to? Who needs to hear Good News in 2024?
In the spring we explored gossip. We reflected what it felt like to be gossiped about and were invited to
remember those feelings and experiences when we find ourselves in situations involving gossip. How have
you been doing with this?
On Pentecost we were reminded that the Holy Spirit filled the disciples, which meant they were emptied
out of all their own opinions, perspectives, and plans for God’s church, and allowed God’s Spirit and vision
to take them out into the world. They surrendered to God, and so can we! What do you need to surrender in
2024?
This summer we spent some time Growing Young. We explored principles that we want to put in practice
so that we are always a place that is growing younger: keychain leadership (giving kids leadership roles),
being the best neighbors, empathizing with young people, prioritizing young people and families
everywhere, and fueling a warm community. How are we doing with these principles? What could we try in
2024?
In the fall, we spent time learning how to slow down. For several weeks, we studied the practice of Sabbath
rest, taking one full day to do nothing but worship and rest. Now that the holidays are over, how are you
keeping up with this practice? How could this look different in 2024?
Finally, we have asked God to break through. We offered ourselves and our gifts to God and we asked God
to do something miraculous with them. I think God is up to something amazing. New life is already breaking
through all around us. I encourage you to continue to pray our breakthrough prayer daily and share your
breakthroughs with our community. Where are you already seeing God in this new year?
My prayer for us in 2024 is that we would continue to ask God to break through as we carry some of these
lessons with us into a new year, and allow God to transform us with each step we take in our journey of
loving and serving like Jesus.  
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January Birthdays

What's Happening in Our Community

1 - Ed Anderson (BS) 
3 - John DeLuca (CS)
4 - Caroline Briggs (CS)
8 - Sirena Conway (CS)
13 - Jay Nelson (CS)
15 - Anthony Hulbert (CS)
17 - Milayna Conway (CS)
17 - Chris LeFevre (CS)

Office Hours
Brown Street:

Tuesdays: 10am - 4pm
Congress Street:

Wednesdays - Fridays: 10am - 4pm
Pastor Ryan’s days off are Friday & Saturday.

Maia’s days off are Monday & Saturday.

Breakthrough Prayer

18 - Pearl McClannen (BS)
18 - Rex Sage (CS)

19 - Maisie Baumis (CS)
19 - Cameron Hardesty (BS)

24 - Vickie Hardesty (BS)
26 - Lynn Nelson (CS)
27 - Amy Baumis (BS)

Wesleyan Covenant Prayer
I am no longer my own, but yours.

Put me to what you will, place me with whom you will.
Put me to doing, put me to suffering.

Let me be put to work for you or set aside for you, 
praised for you or criticized for you.

Let me be full, let me be empty.
Let me have all things, let me have nothing.

I freely and fully surrender all things to your glory and service.
And now, O wonderful and Holy God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, you are

mine, and I am yours. 
So be it.

And the covenant which I have made on earth, let it also be made in heaven. 
Amen.

Please continue to pray our breakthrough
prayer daily into 2024! Make sure to share

any breakthroughs you see/experience with
Pastor Ryan.



Circle of Joy Meeting
The Circle of Joy will NOT meet in January. The next
regular meeting will be on Monday, February 12th

and the next general meeting will be on Wednesday,
February 14th. 

What's Happening at

UPCOMING LAY
SERVANT ACADEMIES

There are a variety of classes available for this fall
and winter throughout the the INUMC. There are in-
person, online, and hybrid options. A complete list

can be found here:
www.inumc.org/ministries/resources-for-
clergy/2023-lay-servant-academy-dates/

 If you have any questions, please contact Lynn
Nelson via email at nelson@cosumc.org.

Balance & Fall
 Prevention Class

Mondays @ 1:00pm from November - Easter
No class on 12/25 and 1/1!

This free class, led by a physical therapist, walks
you through different exercises to help improve

your balance. All are welcome and encouraged to
do what they are able to do. Questions? Contact
Lynn Nelson at nelson@cosumc.org or 765-491-

7856.

The United Methodist Women will be collecting items for the YWCA's Women in Crisis. A large
wicker laundry basket will be in the parlor all of January for any items you wish to donate. Please

see the bulletin boards for a complete list of requested items. If you have questions, please
contact Ellen Barker at 765-447-0954. Thank you for your help!

YWCA's Women in Crisis Donations

UWF Ash Wednesday Service
Wednesday, February 14th @ 9:30am

Start the Lenten season with community, light
refreshments, and a program. All are welcome!

Questions? Contact Sandy Oswalt at
skoswalt1948@icloud.com.

Help Needed: Funeral Dinner Volunteers
Funeral dinners are one of the many ways we help provide comfort to those grieving a

loss. We are in need to volunteers to help set up, prepare food, serve, and clean up
when we host a funeral dinner. You’ll be contacted at least a few days in advance of

any dinner with details on how to help. If you’re willing to add your name to the
volunteer list, please contact Betty Henderson at  bihenders@yahoo.com.

2024 Ad Council Meetings
The Ad Council will be meeting after worship on
the following dates: January 14, March 10, May
5, July 14, September 8, November 10. These

are open meetings - anyone from the
congregation is welcome to attend!



The Tippecanoe United Church Food Pantry provides food,
hygiene items, and other necessities to those in need in our

community. To donate toward the TCU Food Pantry, mark your
envelope "mission" and place it in the collection plate on

Sunday morning or write "mission" in the memo line at
brownstumc.org/give. You can also donate non-perishable food

items by leaving them in the boxes in the chapel area.
 If you’d like to get involved with the pantry, see Jim or Nancy
Eberle and keep an eye out for dates to help later in the year!

Monthly Mission
TCU Food Pantry

What's Happening at

Monthly Missions 2024
January

TCU Food Pantry
February

Family Dinner
March

Brown St. UMC Gardens
April

Care Fund
May

TCU Food Pantry
June

Family Dinner

July
Home with Hope

August
TCU Food Pantry

September
Care Fund

October
Family Dinner

November
Jubilee Christmas

December
Home with Hope

Family Dinner Update
As previously announced, we will be continuing our pause of Family Dinner through the

month of January. We will continue to keep you posted on an official relaunch date and ways
you can get involved. If you are interested in being part of planning for the future of Family

Dinner, or would like to share some feedback, reach out to Maia at info@brownstreetumc.org. 

December Recap
From serving at Murdock Elementary’s

Family Dinner to hosting German
Christmas to worshiping with our

friends at Congress Street in packed
sanctuaries, we had a wonderful

December! Thank you to everyone who
helped or participated in one of our

many events!



Congress Street Staff
Ryan Traeger

Pastor

Jake Ohlemiller
Director of Worship Arts

Maia Gibson 
Administrative Assistant

Rick Puckett
Pastor of Visitation

Shane & Teri Lynch
Custodians

Contact Congress Street

2010 Congress St.
Lafayette, IN 47905

765-447-4158
info@cosumc.org
www.cosumc.org

Brown Street Staff
Ryan Traeger

Pastor

Charis Vander Plaats
Director of Worship 

Maia Gibson 
Administrative Assistant &
Family Dinner Coordinator

Sean Lutes
Community Connector

Contact Brown street

905 Brown St.
Lafayette, IN 47904

765-742-1316
info@brownstreetumc.org

www.brownstumc.org

Sundays at 9am - Brown Street
www.facebook.com/BrownStreetUnitedMethodistChurch

Sundays at 10:30am - Congress Street
www.facebook.com/evolvingfollowers

Worship With Us

If you are able and interested in receiving this newsletter via email,
reach out to Maia at info@brownstreetumc.org or info@cosumc.org.



Congress St. UMC
2010 Congress St. 

Lafayette, IN 47905


